
NICARAGUA 

FORWARD EDGE AND VILLA ESPERANZA 
This will be a unique opportunity for U.S. and Canadian business  
professionals to train owners of small and medium-sized businesses, 
and discuss ways for a child-focused, community development  
program to become more self-sustaining.   
  
Forward Edge has been sending mission teams to Nicaragua for more 
than 25 years. In 2008, God opened the doors at Villa Esperanza (Hope Village), Forward Edge’s home for 
girls, many of whom had lived in or around the Managua city dump. Many of these girls used to live in or 
around the Managua city dump where they suffered from extreme pollution, poverty, and a high risk of vari-
ous forms of abuse. They now live in four homes at the Villa, with three of the homes under the supervision 
of a House Mom. The fourth is considered a “transitional home” for older girls who’ve earned the privilege 
of managing their own schedules and responsibilities.  
  
A few years ago, the Managua dump was closed by the Nicaraguan government, and a recycling center was 
built. Many families who had been living in the dump were relocated to other areas in and around Managua. 
Some were given new homes near the recycling center, but they no longer had a means of making an income 
(salvaging garbage in the dump). Because most of the men are now jobless and idle, theft and alcoholism are 
prevalent, and young girls living in the new neighborhood remain at risk. 
  
Villa Esperanza will continue to bring in girls from at-risk situations in the area, including the new  
neighborhood next to the old dump. The vision for these girls is that they come to know Jesus Christ and be 
a light to their families. In addition, they are receiving a quality education, tutoring, and, in some cases,  
vocational training that can help them earn a living. 
  
Forward Edge’s Nicaraguan staff are also providing 
“chastity until marriage” training to hundreds of  
students in the Nicaraguan school system. Because  
Nicaragua has the highest teen pregnancy rate in Latin 
America, this training represents the preventative aspect 
of our program. More than 1,000 Nicaraguan students 
were trained in 2015, and we hope to train more than 
4,000 in 2016.  
  
YOUR EXPERTISE CAN CHANGE LIVES 
Our desire is to see more Nicaraguans empowered to  
support themselves and their families, while also creating 
sustainable livelihoods for their countrymen. This will be 
a unique opportunity to use your business experience to 
make a real and lasting impact in the lives of  
businesspeople in Latin America’s poorest country.   

IMPORTANT DATES 
Total Team Fee $550.00  

(International Medical Coverage included) 
 

November 1, 2016 
$100 non-refundable deposit  

(applied to trip fee) 
Registration & Medical Release Form DUE 

 
November 16, 2016 
$225.00 Payment DUE 

 
December 16, 2016 
$225.00 Payment DUE 

January 30– February 4, 2017 

Business Leaders Team  #1430 

Train Nicaraguan business owners 

For More Information: 
Jeff Thompson: jeffthompson@forwardedge.org 
Kelsey Rairigh kelseyrairigh@forwardedge.org  

Forward Edge Office— 360.574.3343 

mailto:jeffthompson@forwardedge.org
mailto:jeffthompson@forwardedge.org


NICARAGUA 
TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATIONS: You will have the 
opportunity to stay right at Villa Esperanza. Each room will have 
twin bunk-beds with sheets and towels provided. There is a 
shower and bathroom in each of the team homes. Meals will be 
prepared by local Nicaraguan women, and you will eat as a team 
in the Rancho. Transportation to different ministry sites is 
provided by certified and licensed Nicaraguan drivers in private 
buses.  

PAYMENTS: There’s a $100 non-refundable deposit due at the time of application submission. The  
non-refundable deposit will be applied towards your team fee. Payments can be paid by check or credit card 
at www.forwardedge.org (Pay Team Fee). Make checks payable to: Forward Edge International. All 
payments need to reflect the team member name and team number 1430.  
Team Fees include:  
 Food, lodging, translators, ground transportation, international medical insurance & an on-site 

Facilitator. 
 Trip preparatory materials and complete logistical coordination provided by Forward Edge. 
Team Fees do not include:  
 A $10 (USD) visa entrance fee, payable in cash as you enter Nicaragua.  
 Your flights to and from Nicaragua.  

 

PASSPORT: A passport is required to enter Nicaragua. No other 
identification is needed.  If you already have a passport, be sure that it 
extends at least six months past the date of your arrival July 30, 2017.  

 

TO KNOW: Forward Edge will work directly with your team to match the 
gifts and desires of your team to the projects and needs that have been 
identified ahead of your arrival. Each day your team will experience a 
morning devotional, an evening debrief, and relationship building 
opportunities through serving the local people. It is our hope and prayer 
that God challenges you in your experience as you have answered His 
call to serve. 

OTHER INFORMATION:  
IMMUNIZATIONS: The government of Nicaragua does NOT require any shots or immunizations to enter the 
country. However, Forward Edge highly recommends that all team members are current in the tetanus 
vaccination, and that they consult a personal physician for further recommendations.  
 

TEAM PACKS: We will provide you with a team pack that contains a Forward Edge T-shirt and training materials.  
 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: 
 Provide training for local Nicaraguan entrepreneurs.  
 Hear about opportunities to change lives through micro-lending. 
 Hear the history of the Villa and vision for the future from our program directors. 
 Hear the stories of the girls rescued from the dump, now living at the Villa. 
 Spend quality time with the girls.  
 Share your testimony. 
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