
CUBA 
CUBAN CHURCH AT A GLANCE 
The recent “normalizing” of relations with the U.S. has provided a 
historic opportunity to support the work of the Church in Cuba. For 
most of the past half-century Cuba was officially an atheist state. In 
1962, Cuba’s government seized and shut down 400 Catholic 
schools, many church leaders including pastors and priests were 
sent to labor farms for “re-education”. While both Protestant and 
Catholic churches remain restricted in their activities they were 
never outlawed altogether. In 1984, Catholics and Protestants were allowed to conduct mass and worship ser-
vices respectively. Since then, the growth of the Church inside Cuba has been phenomenal. By 2004 almost 
20% of all Cubans were attending weekend religious services, as compared with less than 1% in 1984; a 
growth of 1,960 percent! 

What has been occurring in Cuba over the past eight years can only be described as a spiritual awakening. For 
decades, the Cuban government discouraged its citizens from participating in religious activity and it contin-
ues to stigmatize those who follow Christ. But there is hope for the future as the government is beginning to 
relax some of the stronger restrictions of the past. 

 

ABOUT THIS TRIP 
This trip to Cuba will be an exciting opportunity for U.S. pastors to 
minister and be a part of the lives of Cuban pastors and families in San-
tiago, Cuba’s second-largest city. This will be a true, cross-cultural ex-
perience! The week will begin at 30,000 feet with a cultural overview 
of Cuba and the history of the Cuban Church.  We will learn about the 
struggles of the Evangelical Church in Cuba where pastors are still per-
secuted, and sometimes even impris-
oned. We will learn about the amaz-
ing church growth, hear about the 

vision of Cuban church leaders, and the future of the Cuban people. 

 

While learning will be a large focus of the trip, there will also be opportunities 
for U.S. leaders to share from God’s Word and their personal journeys as lead-
ers in their communities. Leaders and pastors in Cuba are hungry for biblical 
teaching. The first part of the week will be spent meeting with high-level, de-
nominational leaders. The group will be smaller but intimate, with opportuni-
ties for these high-level leaders to ask questions, be prayed over, and develop 
lasting relationships. Later in the week there will be a larger gathering with 
150-200 local Cuban pastors and leaders. Plenary sessions and smaller 
breakout sessions at this gathering will give U.S. leaders opportunities to 
teach and share their experiences as leaders serving the Lord through the var-
ious vocations . 
 

Sprinkled throughout the week will be opportunities to visit the communities 
embraced by Forward Edge International. You will have an up-close and personal experience through a communi-
ty tour, and be able to visit families in their homes. Our hope and prayer is that each Cuban leader will feel en-
couraged to lead well, and that by doing so they can produce significant transformation in the communities in 
which they serve.  Please join us on this historical trip!  
 

Leadership Team 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Total Trip Fees:  
$1,195 Per Person 

 
 

June 28, 2017 
$350 Non-Refundable Deposit Due 

Registration DUE 
 

Augusts 16, 2017 
$422.50 Payment #2 DUE 

  
September 20, 2017 

$422.50 Payment #3 DUE 
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CUBA 
CUBA TRIP INFORMATION  
 

With the recent “opening” of Cuba, Forward Edge is excited 
about the opportunity to serve with our new partners in Santia-
go de Cuba. The following provides some helpful information 
for team members choosing to serve with Forward Edge in Cu-
ba.  
 

YOUR CUBAN HOSTS: 
Your hosts in Cuba are dedicated church leaders in Santiago, 
Cuba’s second largest city. You and your team will be received with a humbling warmth and gratitude. 
 

TRIP DETAILS: 
TRIP FEES INCLUDE: 

 Meals, cooking, lodging, translators, team packs, ground transportation, visa fee, and International 
Medical Coverage 

 On-site Facilitator 
 Complete trip coordination provided by Forward Edge 

 
TRIP FEES DO NOT INCLUDE: 

 Airfare and luggage fees 
 $30 entrance fee. (This fee might be included in your airfare, please consult the travel agent.) 
 Possible hotel stay in Miami the night before the team enters into Cuba (depends on flights) 

 
 

 

PAYMENTS:  
A $350 non-refundable deposit is due upon submitting registration. This 
non-refundable deposit will be applied towards your trip fee. Payments 
can be paid by check or by credit card at www.forwardedge.org (Donate, 
Pay Trip Fee). Please make checks payable to: Forward Edge Internation-
al. All payments will need to include the team member name and team 
number on the memo line.   
 

PREPARATION:  
IMMUNIZATIONS: The government of Cuba does not require any shots or  
immunizations to enter the country. Please consult a personal physi-
cian for any recommendations.  
 

TEAM PACKS: Once registration is complete, Forward Edge will send the 
team packs. Each will include a t-shirt, a Cuba Team Member Manual, 
a devotional, and other Forward Edge items. 

SCHEDULE: Each day your team will experience a morning devotional, an 
evening debrief, and relationship building opportunities through serv-
ing the local people. It is the hope and prayer of all Forward Edge staff 
that God challenges you in your experience as you answer His call to 
serve.  
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For More Information: 
Ashley Hughes, ashleyhughes@forwardedge.org 

 FEI Office  360.574.3343 

CUBA 
PASSPORTS:  
A passport is required to enter Cuba. No other identification is needed. If 
you already have a passport, please be sure that the expiration date is at 
least six months past the date of your departure from Cuba. If you do not 
have a passport, please apply for one as soon as possible. Both the appli-
cation and renewal processes can take up to 6-8 weeks. 
 

VISAS: 
Team members will travel on either Religious Visas or Tourist Visas, depending upon the purpose of their trip. 
If the team will be preaching or conducting certain religious outreach activities then they will enter on a reli-
gious visa. If they are not participating in these activities then they will enter on a tourist visa. 
 
Please note that Forward Edge must apply for the religious visas no less than 100 days prior to departure. 
Please make sure your flights into Cuba are at least reserved and that your passport is current (it does not ex-
pire less than 6 months after your return date). 
 

FLIGHTS: 
Teams can fly into Holguin, Cuba which is about 2 hours northwest of Santiago. The team Facilitator will meet 
the team in the USA before flying into Cuba. The team will then be picked up by our Field Staff. 
 
A few commercial airlines fly regularly into Holguin. Airfare ranges from $400-900 per round-trip ticket, this 
depends upon the airline and where you are flying from. Our preferred travel agent can help you find the best 
rates. If traveling with a religious visa*, it is important that your flights be reserved before the visa applications 
are submitted. This is typically the registration due date.  
 
Please talk with our Cuba Team Coordinator who can assist you with 
reserving flights through the help of our preferred travel agent. 
 

TEAM MEMBER CONDUCT: 
While team conduct is of the utmost importance for any short-term 
mission trip, it is especially vital to our partnerships in Cuba that 
team members commit to following these specific requests: 
 

 Never use or mention the word, “donation”; only use the word 
“gift” or phrase “as a gift”.  

 Refrain from discussing any politics. 
 Due to the Cuban government’s tight control over the internet, 

we ask that team members do not bring any laptops or tablets, 
and to limit the use of their smartphones when internet is available. This will help to ensure that we do not 
put our Cuban partners at risk. 
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