
NICARAGUA 
VILLA ESPERANZA AT A GLANCE 
Forward Edge has been sending teams to serve in Managua, 
Nicaragua for over 25 years. In 2008, God opened the doors at 
Villa Esperanza (Hope Village), a home for many at-risk girls. Many of these 
girls used to live in or around the Managua city dump where they suffered 
from extreme pollution, poverty, and a high risk of various forms of abuse. 
They now live in four homes at the Villa, with three of the homes under the 
supervision of a house mom. The fourth home is considered our “transitional 
home” for older girls who’ve earned the privilege of managing their own 
schedules and responsibilities.  
 
A few years ago, the Managua city dump was closed down by the Nicaraguan 
government, and a recycling center was built. The garbage was covered to fun-
nel and contain gasses that can be sold, and many of the families living there 
were relocated to other areas in and around Managua. Some families were 
given new homes near the recycling center, however, their resource for mak-
ing an income (garbage) is no longer available. Because most of the men are now jobless and idle, theft and 
alcoholism are prevalent and unemployment remains extremely high. This creates an even more dangerous 
situation for the children than when they lived in the dump. 
 
Villa Esperanza will continue to bring in girls from at-risk situations in the area, including the new neighbor-
hood next to the old dump. The vision for these girls is that they come to know Jesus Christ and be a light to 
their families. In addition, they’ll benefit from increased knowledge and resources to allow them to earn a 
living and help pull their families out of poverty for good. 
 

MAKING A LONG-TERM IMPACT 
Forward Edge teams stay in team homes at the Villa. This is where you 
have the opportunity to build and invest in healthy relationships with 
the girls. Throughout the week, teams build relationships in local com-
munities through service projects and relational activities. Service can 
include mixing and pouring cement for a local church, painting at a lo-
cal school, maintenance projects at a care home, sharing a VBS program 
with children, or serving at a feeding program. All of these possibilities 
reflect a relational investment, demonstrating God’s love to those you 
meet. God has called each of us to be His hands and feet extended to a 
world in need. 

For More Information: 
Kelsey Rairigh, kelseyrairigh@forwardedge.org 

FEI Office 360.574.3343 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Total Trip Fee:  
$825 per person 

 
90 Days Before 

$200 Non–Refundable Deposit 
(applied to trip fee) 

 Registration & Medical Release Forms DUE  
 

75 Days Before 
$313.00 Payment #2 DUE 

 
45 Days Before 

$312.00 Payment #3 DUE 
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Xochilt 
(pronounced 
So-chill), 
when she 
lived in La 
Chureca. 

Xochilt (left) with Miriam at Villa          
Esperanza.  



NICARAGUA 
TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATIONS: Teams get to stay right at Villa 

Esperanza.  Each team home will have twin size bunk-beds with sheets 
and towels provided. There is a shower and bathroom in each of the 
homes. Meals will be prepared by local Nicaraguan women, and you will 
eat as a team in the Rancho. Transportation to different ministry sites is 
provided by certified and licensed Nicaraguan drivers in private buses. 
 

Trip Fees include:  
 Food, lodging, translators, ground transportation, international 

medical coverage, team packs & an on-site Facilitator. 
 Trip preparatory materials and complete logistical coordination 

provided by Forward Edge. 
Trip Fees do not include:  

 A $10 (USD) visa entrance fee, payable in cash as you enter Nicaragua 
 Your flights to and from Nicaragua  
 A donation for the offering during a local church service  

PAYMENTS: There’s a $200 non-
refundable deposit due at the time of 

application submission that will be 
applied towards your trip fee. Payments 
can be paid by check or by credit card at 
www.forwardedge.org (Pay Team Fee). 
Make checks payable to: Forward Edge 
International. All payments need to 
reflect the team members’ name and 
team number.  

PASSPORT: A passport is required to 
enter Nicaragua. No other identification 
is needed.  If you already have a passport, 
be sure that it extends at least six months past the date of your departure.  

 

TO KNOW: Forward Edge will work directly with your Group Leader to match the 
gifts and desires of your team to the projects and needs that have been identified ahead of your arrival. Each 
day your team will experience a morning devotional, an evening debrief, and relationship building 
opportunities through serving the local people. It is our hope and prayer that God challenges you in your 
experience as you  have answered His call to serve. 

PREPARATIONS:  
IMMUNIZATIONS: The government of Nicaragua does NOT require any shots or immunizations to enter the 
country. However, Forward Edge highly recommends that all team members are current in the tetanus 
vaccination, and that they consult a personal physician for further recommendations. 
ZIKA: Please visit the CDC link to understand the risks and recommendations associated with the Zika virus. 

TEAM PACKS: Once team member registration is complete, FEI will send the Group Leader team packs to 
distribute to individual team members. 
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A Villa Esperanza team home 

 

Get to know the girls living at Villa Esperanza 
(Dayana & Raquel) 
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http://www.cdc.gov/zika/



